
 

 

 

CJC Updates 

 

 

In a significant victory for workers and communities across Illinois, Governor 

JB Pritzker signed HB277 into law, marking an important step forward in the 

fight against unjust penalties that disproportionately harm low-income 

individuals and people of color. Starting January 1, 2025, Illinois will no longer 

suspend driver’s licenses for failure to appear in court for minor traffic violations. This 

overdue change will have far-reaching positive impacts on families, businesses, and 

entire communities. 

 

  

 

https://cjc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=162199668cd236fc561d582b7&id=793b2ce88c&e=828c31b6e4


 

The Chicago Jobs Council (CJC) proudly stands with the dedicated frontline workers 

who form the backbone of our workforce community. We recognize the power of 

worker's voice through voter participation and workers' critical role as voters. 

There is also a fundamental connection between voting and workforce 

development funding. The future of legislation like the  Workforce Innovation 

and Opportunity Act (WIOA) and Illinois's Climate and Equitable Jobs Act 

(CEJA) depends on the choices made at the ballot box. 
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Fall Fundraiser Registration Open 

Registration for our Fall Fundraiser is now LIVE! We would love for you to join us 

October 1st, at 5:30pm and invite your friends. Our Fall Fundraiser is one of our 

favorite events because it allows for a more casual time of extended networking and 

building relationships among workforce development peers. This year, we will be on the 

rooftop of Midwest Coast Brewing Company, a newly built addition to this favorite 

location.  

  

Also, if you haven’t heard, this year’s theme is Brews & Ballads. We have added a 

Karaoke experience to the list of fundraising activities that will be taking place, so if you 

are passionate about raising money for a good cause and singing, this is the event for 

you. There is more information to come on that, but for now, save your spot by 

registering today! 

 

  

 

Last Chance to Attend September Training 

  

Introduction to Workforce Development Systems Webinar 

This webinar introduces the workforce development system to program staff, interns, or 

volunteers who are new to workforce development. Registered attendees will receive a 

recording following the session. 

  

DATE: Wednesday, September 18, 2024 

TIME: 10am-12pm CST 

COST: $40 member | $50 non-member 

  

The registration cut off 8 am CST TOMORROW, September 17th. 

 



  

 

The Goodwill Workforce Development Leadership Forum 

Navigating The Future of AI In Workforce Development  

  

Goodwill is partnering with Comcast and the Chicago Jobs Council to take part in an 

engaging conversation around the topic of workforce development in the age of 

artificial intelligence (AI) at The Metropolitan inside the Willis Tower in Chicago.  

  

Join us for this breakfast program to discover how AI is shaping the future of work and 

gain actionable insights for driving innovation in your organization to impact future career 

paths and support people looking for jobs. Hear from industry leaders including Microsoft 

and Google on topics such as how AI can enhance workforce capabilities, and what AI 

challenges and opportunities exist in workforce development along with best practices.   

  

DATE: Thursday, September 26 

TIME: 8:30am-10:30am CST 

COST: FREE 

 

  

 

 

Member Updates 

 

Member Spotlight 

Hello, CJC Members! We want to spotlight your organization and all that you do for the 

workforce development community. Share your story with us and how Chicago Jobs 

Council has supported you along the way. If you would like to be spotlighted in an 

upcoming newsletter and blog fill out this form. 

https://cjc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=162199668cd236fc561d582b7&id=91f6e331e9&e=828c31b6e4


  

October Workforce Convo Invite 

All CJC members were just sent an email invitation to the second Workforce Convo on 

October 9th, which will be Bridging Expectations: Enhancing Job Satisfaction and 

Retention for Young Workers. If you have not received it, you may need to Renew 

Membership. Contact cheryl@cjc.net, if you have any questions. 

  

 

Workforce Development News 

 

 

 

Clean Energy Grant Opportunity 
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The Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity’s Office of Energy & Business 

Utility announced the release of the Equitable Energy Future Grant Program Notice of 

Funding Opportunity (NOFO).  

  

This program provides seed funding and pre-development funding opportunities to 

eligible contractors to support the development of renewable energy and energy 

efficiency projects benefitting businesses, community organizations, and the workforce 

in historically disadvantaged communities. Grants are designed to remove barriers to 

project, community, and business development caused by a lack of capital.   

You’re invited to read the press release from Governor Pritzker and visit the 

opportunity’s notice of funding page by clicking here.   

Next steps…  

1. Attend the Bidder’s Conference | Thursday, September 19, 2024 | 12:00 PM – 

1:15 PM | Register   

2. Review the NOFO and application documents – Equitable Energy Future 

NOFO  

3. Access the Q & A Page or submit your own questions  
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Job Openings 

 

https://cjc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=162199668cd236fc561d582b7&id=91facff12f&e=828c31b6e4


 

A benefit of CJC Membership is the ability to highlight open positions in your 

company to our audience. If you are a Member and would like to list a job for us to 

share on our website and in our newsletter, please email jobs@cjc.net. We will 

include all CJC member job postings that offer at least $16.20/hr and have the 

compensation included in the listing. (Please ensure this information is included in the 

PDF or link.) 

  

 

What We’re Reading 

 

1. The Hidden Costs Of Black Employment In Transportation 

2. Governor Pritzker awards $6 million in grants through workforce pilot program 

3. Green jobs can go hand-in-hand with protecting workers' rights 
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4. DOE Report Shows Clean Energy Jobs Grew at More Than Twice the Rate of 

Overall U.S. Employment 
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